
the global energy conversation

International air  
travel  increased by

over the  
same period

0

25

50

75

100

1990 2009

Which energy sources will allow us to increase supply  
and reduce carbon emissions between 2031 and 2050?

TECHNOLOGIES AND RESOURCES

BEHAVIOURS

Unless otherwise indicated, infographics depict the results of a survey of 790 people conducted by the Economist Intelligence Unit in September 2011.  

Energy solutions to 2050 by the numbers
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Source: World Bank. Source: World Bank.

think fossil fuels will 
be the world’s primary 
energy source in 2030

think that will still  
be the case in 2050

Carbon
emissions
increased

between 1990  
and 2009

Part II: Solutions to 2050

are very concerned  
about the problem
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POLICIES

think the world’s governments  
are committed to dealing  

with climate change

think democracy stands in  
the way of climate change

WHO SHOULD TAKE the MOST RESPONSIBILITY  
FOR DEALING WITH CLIMATE CHANGE?

Nation states: 41%

of people of people

while

would support reforms 
combating climate change  
if the changes had no effect  
on their real income

would agree that if these led  
to a decline in their real 
income of more than 5%

The United Nations: 20%

Individuals: 17%

Businesses: 13%
Other/don’t know: 9%

Source: BP Statistical Review 2011.  
Due to rounding, the figures in this chart do not sum to 100%.
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